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AS the following Sermon was preach d at 
your Requeſt, I beg Leave to inſcribe it 
0 you upon its Publication, © 
. When I prepared it for the Pulpit, I bad 
not the leaft Thought of its going any far- 
ther, and was very: much ſurprized at the 
Motion of ſeveral of my Friends, when they 
deſired it might be printed; you know bow 
long I reſiſted their Importunity, and with 
what Reluctance I at length comply'd with 
their Requ eft . \ 

T have however endeavoured to make my 
ſelf the more eaſy upon the following Conſide- 
ration: As Mr. Wright was a Perſon that 
had a large Acquaintance, aud was ſo great- 
ty reſpedted by all that knew him, it is pro- 
bable ſeveral may be induced to read the Diſ- 
courſe purely for his ſake ; and if the leaſt 
Good be done to any Souls by this Means, I 
ſhall have no Occaſion to repent of its being 
made publick. 

T would carefully avoid ſaying any thin 
here, to renew your Grief for the Loſs of . 
dear and valuable a Relation. This I can 

A 2 aſſure 


aſſure you, that you have a great many ſincere 
Friends to ſhare with you in your Sorrow ; and 
it is oo Relief in our Afiicijons, tg have 
arthur to ſympathize with us in t Nut 
above all, you have a good and gracious God 
N you, who is to his People @ preſent 

elp in every Time of need; and tho has 
\peckiiarly ſtiled himſelf, a Father of the.Fa- 
therleſs; and a Friend and Judge of the 
Widow. iii in e ee 
May the Aﬀiction bn abundantly {anftified 
40 %% and yours: May you find, that. your 
Maker is your Hude, Kod the eternal God 
your Refuge. 155 A d \ NN Sov 
May nur Children. be growing Comforts to 
%u, and prove great Aleſſas in their, Day © 
and Generation: May ths Piety of their. de 
ceaſed Father ſuroive in them, and may o 
| fee him ſtill live in his Qfspring, 1 
| I beartily recommend jou and yours to the © 
| gracias Protection and Bleflmg of the Al. 


IT Madam, 
Waltham Abby, Nur ſincere Friend. 


| Jan. 1, 1755. | OT e ; 
N rand bumble Servant, 
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Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the 
Lord, from henceforth, 'yea, ſaitb the 


Spirit, that they may reſt from their 


Labours, aud their Works do follow 
Vows ene e 208 


Fo 


＋ I the preceding Verſes we have an Ab- 


' count of the Downfall of ſpiritual Ba- 

Moe, occaſioned by the - Preaching of 
the Goſpel, an Angel is repreſented as 
fly ing in the midſt of Heaven, cer. 6. having 
the everlaſting Goſpel to preach unto them 
that dwell on the Earth, to every Nation, 
and Kindred, and Tongue, and People. He 
is preſently ſucceeded by another Angel, ver. 8. 
ſaying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, This we 
are to look upon as a prophetical Deſcription 
of what was ©) afterwards laben; but was 
not as yet actually accompliſhed ; becauſe we 
are told, a third Angel immediately followed, 
ver. 9. and his Buſineſs was to warn Men a- 
gainſt any Compliance with the Idolatrous 
88 Worſhip 


6 The Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 


Worſhip or Practices of the Beaſt : This Cau- 
tion he enforces, by repreſenting in a very 
awful Manner the dreadful Puniſnments that 
ſhould be inflicted upon all thoſe that were 
Retainers to Antichriſt, ver. 10, 11. After 
this follows an Encomium upon the true 
and faithful Servants of God, ver. 12. Here 
is the Patience of the Saints, bere are th 
that keep the Commandments of God, and 


Faith of Feſus. In which Words is intima- 


ted, what a great Trial the Faith and Pati- 


ence of the People of God would be put to, 
by the 1 Fury of their Enemies. 


But hereby it would appear who were ſiucere, 
and who were counterfeit Chriſtians ; the 
Faith of thoſe that were approved would be 
rendered the more illuſtrious, and be found-ro 
Praiſe and Honour and Glory: Then come 
in the Words of the Text, which are gene- 
rally taken to be an Argument of Conſolation 
for the Martyrs, that ſhould loſe their Lives 
by the Cruelty of the Antichriſtian Powers; 
bleſſed are the Dead that die in the Lord; 
the greateſt Evil their Perſecutors could bring 
upon them, which was putting them to death, 
would only prove the ſpeedier Way to their 
Happineſs, d gn 


The Words, indeed, are capable of ano- 


ther Turn, by laying the main Streſs upon the 


Particle henceforth, as ſome do: from hence- 


forth, bleſſed are the Dead that die in the 


Lord; 
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who die in the Lord. 
Lord ; whereby they underſtand the Apoſtle 
to mean, that ſo troubleſome and calamitous 
would be the Times of which he was prophe- 
fying, that they ſhould be accounted happy 
who were dead before, and thereby were ta- 
ken away from the Evil to come, 


But then I would obſerve, that though the 
Words are capable of this Interpretation, yet 
that-does not exclude the other Senſe, which 
was firſt given; they may be ſtill conſidered 
as an Argument of Conſolation to the ſuffer- 
ing Saints; and I would add further, they 
may be taken in a greater Latitude, and ap- 
ply'd to good Men in all Ages, and all Cir- 
cumſtances, -and may be improved by them 
into an Argument of Support againſt the Fears: 
of Death; for what is here more particularl 
faid concerning one ſort of Perſons (ſuppote 


Martyrs) is true of all the faithful Servants of 


God, viz. that they die in the Lord, and 
are bleſſed, that they reft from their La- 
bours, and their Works do follow them , and 
in this general Senſe I ſhall now conſider the 
— 3 We have three things obſervable in 

em; A 


Firſt, A Deſcription of the Death of true 
Believers, they ie in the Lord. 


| Secondly, The Happineſs of ſuch at Death, 
they are pronomeed Ae, and thas 


| | The Rlefeceſs of thoſe 


by the Hirit of God himſelf, * 
Ilbed by a Voice from: Rauen. _ 
» of 


| meh, 1 EM -thair Happineſs. by 
| "= caſts, and = * 3 55 
theſe two a8. 1 re 
their Labours. And, A va Their 
Works da Joie them. 21 


_ Firf, Let us alittle 8 the Detetip 

Yon t is here given of theſe. Perſons _ 
eir Death; they are ſaid to be ſuch as die 
in the Lard,, which in general ſeems, to be a 
Deſcription: of true and ſineere Chriſtians, 
who belong. to the Lord Jeſus; and die in A 
pious, fafe, and nr Sate. But mere 
particularly, 4 310 = _ EE 8 pon {it 
aft. Fo 4 9 Kein W win 
in Laion a Cbrii; I take. bum to bo meant 
by the Lord here, as 1 think that Phraſe. is 
neee of. bete in th 
New 7 amount; and you know it is an uſual 
Thing for Chriſtians to be deſcribed by ſuch 
as Are in Grit, on in the Lord, as Nom. 
vil. I. 2 Cor. v. 17. and ſeveral other Places. 
Now this certainly muſt imply more than a 
meer Name on Proſeſſion of  Chriſtianidy,\as 
ſcems alſo plain from. the Metapher uf an 
Head and Members, uſed by the 2 and 


of the Vine and Branches, uſed by our KA- 


i himſelf. true Chriſtian t hen is one that 


* has 


4 who die in the Tord. 9 


* has put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not only by 
7 an external Profeſſion, but by a real Implan- 
7 tation into Chrift, he is ſavingly united to 
7 him, a living Member of the living Head; 
7 and as he lives and walks. in Chriſt, 10 when 
A he comes to die, he dies to and in the Lord; 
F F for Death it ſelf, that breaks all other Unions, 
| : cannot diſſolve the Union between Chriſt and 
EN the believing Soul, Rom. viii. 38, 39. and 
io [ hence we may further obſerve, that departed 
q ö Chriſtians are ſtiled, the Dead in Chriſt; 
. 1 Theſ. iv. 16. 

, f _ -ndly. To die in the Lord may intimate 
* 5 the Conſtancy and Fidelity of thoſe who die in 
9 1 ſuch a State; that they have approved them- 
1 ſelves faithful to their great Lord and Maſter, 


by a perſevering Adherence to his Cauſe and 
Intereſt, and a patient Continuance in well- 
doing. They have not only made a Profeſ- 
ſion, and endured for a Seaſon, but to the 
End, and been faithful. ecen unto Death; 
notwithſtanding the Oppoſition they have met 
with, and the various Difficulties, Tempta- 
tions and Troubles which have attended the 
Courſe of their Pilgrimage. This Senſe of 
the Words will be the more confirmed, if 
we conſider them in Relation to the forego- 
ing Verſe, here is the Patience of the Saints, 
here are they that keep the Command ments 
of Goa, and the Faith of Feſus ; their Pa- 
tience has been exerciſed; their Faith has 

B been 
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io The Bleſſedneſt of thoſe 


been tried, but ſtill they have gone on in 


the Name and Strength of the Lord; none 


of theſe Things have moved them, but they 


have been enabled to break through all Op- 


poſition, to ſurmount all Difficulties, to hold 
the Profeſſion of their Faith ſtedfaſt eit hout 
wavering, and ſo have finiſhed their Courſe 
with Joy, by dying in the Lord. 


z3dly. To die in the Lord, may ſignify to 
die in the actual Exerciſe of Faith and Truft 
in the Lord Feſus. A true Chriſtian lives 
by Faith, and what Faith is that? The Apo- 


fie tells us with regard to himſelf, and it is 


the ſame with all Believers, Gal. ii. 20. The 
Life which T live in the Fleſh, I live by the 
Faith of the Son of God. Now the Faith 
by which a Chriſtian lives, is the ſame in 
and by which he dies; his Faith indeed is 


exerciſed about a great many Things, but it 
always has a particular Regard to the Re- 


deemer, and no doubt is more eſpecially em- 


ployed about him in the laſt Moments of the 


Chriſtian's Life; there are indeed peculiar 
Reaſons for this, as it was the Lord Jeſus 
who died for him, and by his meritorious 
Sufferings purchaſed a 'Title to the heavenly 
Glory, for him and all Believers, and there- 
fore through his Blood he expects an Admiſ- 
ſion into that Glory. Thus Sephen is repre» 
ſented as looking to Chriſt by Faith and 


Prayer, when he was a dying, 4s vii. 59, 
E an 


1 


90 


who die in the Lord. 11 


and they ſtoned Stephen, calling upon, and 
ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit. And 
thus the Chriſtian continues his Regards to 
the Redeemer ; he can ſay with the Apoſtle 
at the near Approach of Death, I know 


evhom I have believed, 2 Tim. 1, 1 2. he lives 


and dies in the Exerciſe of Faith, confiding 
in the Merit and Righteouſneſs of a Saviour, 
and /ooſeing for the Mercy of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt unto eternal Life, Jude 21, | 


athly. To die in the Lord, may be to die 


in the Gauſe of the Lord; and thus ſome 


read the Words of the Text, bleſſed are the 
Dead that die for the Lord, or for the ſake 
of the Lord, that offer up their Lives in De- 
fence of the Goſpel, which is the Cauſe of 
Chriſt, This is more peculiarly applicable to 
the Martyrs, who have refiſted unto Blood, 
and freely ſacrificed their Lives for the Ho- 
nour of CBhriſt, and the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience. But it is alſo in ſome Meaſure 
true of every faithful Servant of God, tho 
he do not actually die a Martyr to the Cauſe 
of Chriſt, yet he may be faid to die in bis 
Cauſe; tor it is the Cauſe of Truth and Reli- 
gion that he has maintained againſt the Ene- 
mies and Oppoſers of Chriſt's Kingdom and 
Intereſt. 'They are the Lord's Battles, he 
has been fighting againſt the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſh ; and he has approved himſelf a 

1 faith- 


12 J Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 


faithful Soldier under the Banner of the great 
Captain of his Salvation. 


5 hly, and laſthy, To die in the Lord may 
fi onify to die in the Favour of the Lord; 1 
a State of Peace and Favour with God thro' 
Zeſus Chriſt our Lord, who is the Believer's 
Peace. Tis the peculiar Privilege and Bleſ- 
{ing of the Righteous, that his End is Peace, 
Pal. xxxvli. 37. Mark the perfect Man, ant 


behold the Upright, for the Bud of that Man 


is Peace. This made Balaam, though a 
wicked Man, ſo paſſionately defire to be like 


* Righteous i in. bi Death, Numb. xxiii. 10. 


Let me gle the Death of ihe Righteous, 'and 
let my laff End be like his. Who indeed 
would. not wiſh to die in Peace, and in a 
State of Favour with God ? But how vainly 
do they deſire to be thus like the Righteous 
in Death, who are not like them in their 
Lives? We are told by the Prophet, ia. 
xxxii. 2 That the Fruit of Righteouſneſs ts 
Peace, and the Egect of Rightconfneſs Qui- 
erncſs and Aſſurance fer ever. And the Apo- 

poſtle ſays, Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified by 
2 we have Peace with Goa, through our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt. This is the Way of Peace, 


and when it is thus with us, we are ſecure of 
the Divine Favour both living and dying ; 
we may go on comfortably thron h the vari- 
ous: Stages of Life, walking in the Light of 
his 


| who die in the Lord, 13 
at his Countenance, and we may chearfully re- 
ſign our departing Spirits at Death, when we 
give them up into the Hands of a reconciled 
7 God, for in his Favour is Life, and bis La- 
in 2 ving-kindneſs is better than Life ; yea, I may 
* I add, that the Favour of God is Life even in 


s FF Death. | 
{- 7 3. | | 
ee, - Thus we ſee what it is 70 die in the Lord, 
1 3 and who are the Perſons that die in ſuch a 
-- State. 

A 1 | x 0 | > \ 
ce } . - Secondly, Let us in the next Place conſider 
0, N the Happineſs of ſuch at Death. This will 
14 z appear in a great Meaſure from what has been 
ed already ſaid ; and therefore you may obſerve, 
a 1 they are pronounced bleſſed, and that by the 
ly Spirit of God himſelf; tis publiſhed by a 
us ' Voice from Heaven, I beard a Voice from 
ir ; Heaven, ſaying unto me, write, bleſſed are 


= 3 the Dead which die in the Lord, yea, faith 


ts A the Spirit, that they may raſt from their La- 
i- 4 bours. Now here it may be neceſſary to 
0 F ſhew, 1/7. How a Believer is bleſſed in Death. 
bs And, 2dly. How he is much more bleſſed af- 
ur ter Death. 

* | 

1 15. How a Believer is bleſſed in Death, by 
p dying in the Lord. This will appear, if we 
i- conſider the two following Things. 

of 


14 The Bleſſedueſs of thuſe 
1. That the Property of Death is altered 
o Believers by Chriſt, He has by his own 
meritorious Death overcome Death for his 
People, has taken away the Sting and Curſe 
of it, which is Sin; and though it may 
threaten or terrify, yet it cannot really hutt 
true Believers. Upon this folid Ground the 
Apoſtle has put a Song of Victory and Tri- 
umph into their Mouths, 1 Cor. xv. 55. 0 
Death, where is thy Sting? O Erase, 
where is thy Victory! The Sting of Death 
I Sin, and the Strength of Sin ic the Law; 
' but Thanks be to Cod who giveth us the Vi- 
cory through our Lord Fefus Chriſt: Tis 
the Guilt of Sin that arms Death with all its 
Terrors, and makes it appear with ſuch a 
'formidable Aſpect; but the Lord Jeſus, the 
Captain of our Salvation, has diſarm'd it; and 
all they that have Intereſt in him, , and are 
in a juſtify d State, may behold it without 
Amazement, and meet it without Dread. 
Though Death is, and will be, an Enemy to 
reluctant Nature, it is a Friend to Grace; and 
When we can view it in this Light, it ap- 
pears rather the Object of Deſire than of Fear 
and Terror. | 


By what a ſoft and agreeable Image does 
the Scripture Tet forth the Death of ſincere 
Chriſtians? It is repreſented by a Heep, 
1 Thef. iv. 13. It is called, a Falling aſleep 
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who die in the Lord. 15 
in Chriſt, 1 Cr. xv. 18. But the Words of 
the Apoſtle are very remarkable, where he 
thus ſpeaks, 1 Theſ. iv. 14. For if we believe 
that Feſus died, and roſe again, even ſo them 
alſo which ſleep in Feſus will God bring with 
bim. Lis obſervable, as one ſays, how 
ce the Apoſtle varies the Expreſſion, Feſus 
c died, and the Saints ſſeep in him; for he 
«© ſuſtained Death in all its Teryors, that 
* it might be a calm Heep to his People. 


2. They are bleſſed in Death, becauſe they 
have the Preſence of God with them, and 
that ſupports'them under the dying Agonies 
of Nature. Pſal. xlviii. 14. This God, ſays 
the Church, js our God for ever and ever, 
he will be our Guide even unto Death. As 
he is with his People in their Life Time, 
to guide, direct and comfort them, ſo he will 
not deſert them, at the laſt, when they moſt 
of all want his ſupporting Preſence. He, who 


Was before a preſent Help in every Time of 


need, will ſtand by them now in their laſt 
Extremity ; in their Conflicts, I fay, with 
the /aft Enemy. A Proſpect of this was a 
great Relief to the Pſalmiſt, againſt the Fears 
of Death, when he ſeemed to view it at ſome 
Diſtance, P/al. xxiii. 4. Th T walk through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will 
fear no Evil, for thou art with me, thy Rod 
and thy Staff they comfort me. And this, 
doubtleſs, has been a ſupporting Conſideration 
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16 The Bleſſedneſs of theſe 
to many of the Servants of God at that ſolemn 
and critical Time. | 8 


The gracious Preſence of God is a ſufficient 
Relief to a Chrift#an in the moſt difficult and 
trying State; and a dying State, to be ſure, 
Is the moſt trying of all others; yet if God be 
with us, even then we need fear no Evil, 
when Fleſh and Heart fail; he is the Strength 
of our Hearts, Pſal. Ixxiii. 26. His Preſence 
can animate our Souls againſt all the Terrors 
of Death, and ſoften its ſharpeſt Agonies to 
us: And I may add, his people have the Pro- 
miſe of this, for he has ſaid, Heb. xiii. 5. I 
2wiI never leave thee, nor forſake thee : Ob- 
ſerve how large and extenſive the Promiſe is, 
he will never leave them, either in Life or at 
South. * © « | 


24ly. Let us further conſider how they are 
bleſſed after Death. This is what the Text, 
indeed, principally refers to, the Happineſs of 
Believers in a future State. Their Death is 
nothing elſe but a Paſſage to Glory and Bleſ- 
ſedneſs; as it is the Coneluſion of their natu- 
ral, ſo it is the Beginning of an eternal Life. 
*Tis an happy Releaſe from all the Miſeries 
and Troubles of this preſent evil World, and 
an Introduction to all the pure Joys and un- 
mixed Pleaſures of the heavenly State, Tis 
a dark Vale, which, once paſt, opens to the 
Believer the bright and glorious Scenes of a 
2 World 


who die in the Lord. 17 
World of perfect Light and conſummate 
Bliſs. O what a plealing Change, what a 
tranſporting Alteration is this 2. What an hap- 
py Change, I ſay, does the Believer make, 
when he changes Worlds? His Death is the 
Period of all his Toils, and the Accompliſh- 
ment of his beſt Wiſhes. He then receives 
the End of bis Faith and Hope, the Saloa- 
tion of bis Sui; and © the /aſt Day of his 
« Life is the firſ# of his Glory, But this 
leads to 


The Third and laſt Thing obſerved in the 
Words; A Deſcription of the Happineſs which 
Death brings Be/tezers to in the next World, 
They reſt from their Labours, and their 
Works do follow them; Bleſſed are the Dead, 
fer they reſt; where we may obſerve by the 
way; that good Men mult die before they can 
be happy; from henceforth, i. e. from the 
Time of their Death, zhey reſt from their La- 
bours, and their Works follow them. We 
would fain have an Happineſs in thts World, or 
we would have it without dying, but that is 
impoſſible; it is the Appointment of Heaven, 
that we muſt die before we can attain it, Death 
1s made the Way to Happineſs, that we might 
from hence learn to reconcile our Minds to 
the Thoughts of dying; and that by the 
Hopes of a glorious Immortality, we might 
be enabled to conquer that Reluctance and A- 
verſion there is in our Natures to Death. Now 
C | the 
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the Happineſs of departed Saints is deſcribed 
in theſe two Things; 1/7. They reſt from 
their Labours, And 2dly. Their Works fot 
low them. a 00D. (4. 1 vel. 


1ſt. It is deſcribed by a Reſt from all Toil 
and Labour, from all that Fatigue and Trou- 
ble that attended them here. And this is a- 
greeable to that Deſcription the Apoſtle Paui 
gives of the heavenly State, when he ſays, 
Heb. iv. 9. There remaineth therefore a Reſt 
to the People of God; and it is a common 
Thing for it to be deſcribed in Scripture by 
the ſame Figure: They reſt from their La- 
bours. Now this Word Labour is a compre- 
henſive Term, and takes in every Thing that 
denotes. 'Toil and Uneaſineſs, every Thin 
that gives Diſturbance to the People of God, 
and occaſions them Trouble in this Life, whe- 
ther it be of Body or Mind. I cannot pretend 
to enumerate every thing of this Kind, but 
ſthall only take Notice of ſome. of the chief 
and principal. | 


1. They reſt from Perſecution ; from all the 
Hardſhips and Sufferings they were expoſed to 
in this World, upon the Account of Religion. 
ThisIchuſeto mention as one thing, and to men- 
tion it in the firſt Place, becauſe this is what 
ſeems mainly to be intended in the Words of 
the Text. The Holy Spirit has a particular 
Reference to the Sufferings of the Saints, as 
5a. | is 
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is plain from the foregoing Context; Here is 


the Paith.and Patience f the Saints; and 
then it is preſently added, b/eſſed are the Dead 
that die in the Lord, they reſt from their La- 
bours ; their ſuffering Time is over, Death 
ſnatches them from the Power and Malice of 
their Enemies, they are now for ever out of 
their Reach; all the Storms of Perſecution 
are blown over, every Thing is now calm and 
ſerene; Heaven is a ſafe and ſecure Port, Fob 
iii. 17. There the Weary are at reſt, and there 
the Wicked ceaſe from troubling. The Apo- 


ſtle comſorts the ſuffering Saints with a, belie- 


ving View of this, 2 Thef. i. 6, 7. Seeing it is 
a righteous Thing with God, to recompence 
Tribulation to them that trouble you, and to 


you, who are troubled, Reft with us: Obſerve 


the juſt Retaliations of Providence, here is 
Tribulation for the Perſecutors, and Ref. to 
the Perſecuted, And O how ſweet will Reſt 
be to thoſe that have been thus troubled, af- 
flicted and toſſed upon the raging Billows of 
Perſecution ! This is alſo gloriouſly repreſent- 
ed by another Apoſtle, Rev. vii. 14, &c. Theſe 
are they which came out of great Tribulation, 
and have waſhed their Robes, and made them 
white in the Blood of the Lamb. Therefore 
are they before the Throne of God, and ſerve 
him Day and Night in his Temple, and Le 
that ſiteth on the Throne ſhall dwell among 
ihem, they ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt 
any more, neither ſhall the Sun light on them, 
\ C 2 nor 
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nor any Heat. What a bright Account is here 
of the Zeal and Conſtancy of ſuffering Saints, 
rogether with the Glory that ſucceeds, as the 
Reward of victorious Piety s 


2. They ſhall ret from the Labours of 
Alorti fication, and their Confliftts with in- 
dwelling Sin. This is what occations the Peo- 
ple of God no little Trouble while they are 
in this World; hey have a Law in their Mem- 
bers warring againſt the Law of their Minds ; 
this cauſes them̃ to groan being burthened, and 
very oft to cry out with the Apoſtle in that 
pathetic Complaint, Rom. vii. 24. O wwretch- 
ed Man that I am, who ſball delicer me from 
the Body of this Death? Indwelling Sin is 
the Achan, the Troubler of the Soul, that 
very oft diſturbs its Reſt, its Peace and Com- 
fort here ; but in that bleſſed World all Occa- 
ſion for ſuch Complaints will for ever ceaſe ; 
when the Soul attains its heavenly Life, all its 
Strivings againſt Sin, all its Struggles with 
Corruption are over; its Warfare is accum- 
pliſbed, and its Victory compleat ; by being 
joined to the Spirits of juſt Men made per fett, 
it is for ever delivered, not only from the Pow- 
er, but from the very Being of Sin. Grace 
weakens Sin in this Life, and ſubdues it in the 
Hearts of Beſzevers, but Glory quite aboliſhes 
jt, and extirpates the very Remains of it for 
ever. TE Ea 5 
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3. They 


wbo die in the Lord. = 
8, ey They ſhall ref from the Labour of oppo- 


ie | fing Temptations. This is a great Burden to 
the People of God whilſt here, and occaſions 
them many ſevere Conflicts. Their Way to 
= 1 the heavenly Canaan lies through a Wilder- 
1— | neſs of Snares, Difficulties and Temptations ; 
o- : they. not only wreſtle againſt Fleſh and Blood, 
re but againſt Principalities and Powers, and 
= ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in high Places, Epheſ. 
43 vi. 1 2. Satan, the grand Enemy of their Souls, 
nd is very induſtrious to give them all the Diſtur- 
at bance he can ; it he cannot prevent their com- 
he ing to Heaven at laſt, be will embarraſs their 
on Paſſage, and make the Way as troubleſome to 
is them as poſſible; but, bleſſed be God, his 
at Power extends no further, though his Malice 
m- may; when they are got ſaſe within their Fa- 
da- ther's Houſe, they are out of the Reach of his 
e ; fiery Darts; he is for ever bruiſed under their 
its Feet, Rom, xvi. 20. In that happy, ſecure 
ith State, there will be no ſubtle Devi to tempt, 
m- no enſnaring Objects to allure, no inward Cor- 
ng i ruption to incline, and draw away the Soul 
ri 1 from its Duty or Comfort. | 
23 5 
ace 1 4. They ſhall reſt from all Aflitions, of 


the ; one kind and another ; all thoſe Griefs and 

| N Sorrows, thoſe Diſappointments and Troubles, 
that are the inſeparable Attendants of this 
preſent ſinful State. Whilſt in the Body they 
have their Share of theſe Evils, which are the 
| = penal 
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penal Effects of Sin, in common with others; 
and there is Nery oft a Nereſſiy for them, 
4+ Pet. i. 6, and God has very wiſe and good ; 
Ends to anſwer, by exereiling;bis People with f 
chele Trials, The Pſalmift:bas:long aga ob. 
ſerved, that mam are the Amidtious of the 
Righteous, Pſal, xxxiv. 19. but there is a com- 
fortable Coneluſion, the Lord, ſays he, de- 
licers him out gf them ali. A gracious God 4 
ſupports his People under them now, aud will 4 
finally deliver them from them all, by.. deli- b 
vering them out of this prefent evil World ; f 
When they quit an evil World, they leave all 
other Evils behind them. Haden is a ſerene 
Air, not ruffled with any Sorrow or Grief; 
a bright and clear Sky, not darkened with 
any Cloud of Trouble. As na unclean Thing, 
ſo no diſquieting Thing ſhall ever enter there; 
there is nothing to diſcompoſe the Mind or 
afflict the Body; all Tears ſha{l be wiped | 
away, by the kind Hand. of a gracious God, 
from their. Eyes, Rev. xxi. 4. and there ſhall 
be no more Death, neither Sorrow nor Cr y- 4 
ing, neither ſhall there be any mor“ Pain, for * 
the former Things are paſſed away. | f 
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5.. and laſtly, They ſhall reſt from all 
that Toil and Fatigue of Buſmeſs which they 
had in this World, whether in their ſecular or k 
Chriſtian Calling. Moſt ot the People of God, * 
have a great deal of Work on their Hands in F 
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both Reſpects, and they are commanded to #7 
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who die in the Lord. 23 
be diligent in both. They have all Work to 
do for their Souls, and therefore are to give 
Attendance td Reading, Praying, Hearing, 
Meditating, and the like Duties, as they have 
Opportunity. They have moſt af tbem Work 
to manage ſor their Families, in providing for 
theſe, and therefore muſt be induſtrious in their 
ſecular Buſineſs. + Beſides, we may add, their 
Concern for others, the Care of the Church 
of God, and the Peace and Welfare of the 
Neighbourhood in which they live; all theſe 
Things occaſion no little Thooghtfulnefs and 
Sollicitude to good Men whillt here. But 
when they art entered into their Reſt, all theſe 
Thoughts and Cares ceaſe; all their Fatigue 
of Mind or Body is at an End. He, ſays the 
Apoſtle, that — entered into Reft, bath 
ceaſed from his own Works, as did od * 
Bis, Heb. iv. 10. The preſent Life is 
working Seaſon, the Scene of Duty and Ex- 
erciſe; in Heaven we ſhall have an holy Va- 
cation, a Sabbath of Eaſe and Reſt; there 
will be-no Labour there to guns the Mind h 
or weary the Body. 


Not that we are to ſuppoſe, thang will be 
nothing for the Saints to do in Heaven, or 
that their Happineſs will conſiſt in a State of 
Indlolence and Inattivity ; no, there will be the 
beſt Work for them there, and they will be 
continually and unweariedly employ'd in it. 
Though Heacen be deſeribed as a State of 
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Reft, yet we are told, Reo. iv. 8. That they 
reſt not Day or Night, ſaying, holy, holy, Bo- 
y Lord God Almighty, &c. They are inceſ- 
Gt employ'd in adoring and praiſing the 
Author and Fountain of their Happineſs ; in 
contemplating his glorious Perfections, admi- 
ring his wonderful Works, and aſcribing Bie 


fing and Praiſe, and Honour to him that ſits 


upon the Throne, and to the Lamb for eper- 
more. All the Work of the Bleſſed above is 
managed without any the leaſt Fatigue or Un- 
eaſineſs, but with the greateſt Pleaſurc, and 
conſtant Satisfaction. There is no toiling 
Work, no fatiguing Labour in that holy hap- 
py State. Their whole Employment, active 
and conſtant as it is, is every Way conſiſtent 


with the Eaſe and Tranquility of a glorified 


happy Spirit. But this leads to the other 
Thing taken Notice of in the Words. 


2dly. It is deſcribed more poſiticely, and 


_ their Works do follow them: They reſt from 


their Labours, and heir Works follow them, 
i. e. the Acts of Prety, Juſtice, Mercy, Cha- 
rity, and the like religious Duties, which they 
had performed in this World, even theſe fol- 
low them into another World. When a good 
Man dies, his Works do not dic with him, 
they ſurvive his Funeral, and preſerve his 
Name upon the Earth, for the Memory of the 
Fuſt is bleſſed, and being dead they yet ſpeak: 
but, what is infinitely more preferable, they 
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accompany him, 1 ſay, into another World⸗ 
the State of Retribution; there they are re- 
membered and graciouſſy rewarded by that 
Gvd, who is eminently ſtiled, the Newarder 
of thoſe that diligently ſeeſe and ſerve him. 
We do not ſay with the Papi/is, that the 
Works of Men go before them in a Way of 
Merit, to purchaſe Heaven for them, but they 
follow or attend them in a Way of Retribu- 
tion or Recompence. It is an uſual thing in 
Scripture, for the Works of Men to be put for 
the Reward of them, ſo it is, Job xxxiv. 114 
For the Work of a Man ſhall be render tb him, 
and cauſe every Man to find arcording to his 
Ways; i. e. God the righteous Judge will aſ- 
fign a proper and ſuitable Recompence to all 
Men, according to the nature of their Actions, 
and their Conduct in Life ; or as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes it, Rom. ii. 6. He will render to eve- 


ry Man according to bis Deeds. Hence we 


find the Time of Life, which is our State of 
Probation; is elegantly compared to a Szed- 
time, and the Retributions of a future State to 
the Haroeft, Gal. vi. 8. JWhatfſoever a Man 
ſoweth, ſays the Apoſtle, that ſhall he alſo 
reap ; and then he goes on to ſhew what dif- 
ferent Fruits flow from different Actions, and 
that the Crop will be every way anſwerable to 
the Seed; They that ſow to the Fleſh (hall of 
the Fleſh reap Corruption ; the ſinful Actions 
of the Wicked ſhall meet them in another 
World; and a dreadful Harveſt they ſhall reap 

D in 
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in the Guilt and Puniſhment of them. And 
ſo the pious Works of Believers follow them 
in their Fruits, the peaceable Fruits of Rigb- 
teouſusſs; for they that ſow to the Spirit ſhall 
of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting. Then the 
Apoſtle adds the following Words, by way of 
Exhortation, enforced with. a moſt powerful 
encouraging Motive, ver. 9. And let us not be 
weary in. well-doing, for in due Seaſon we 
ſhall reap if we faint not. | 


O what a glorious Crop does the Believer 
reap in another World 2 What rich Returns 
for all his Labour and Work of Love 2 Who 
can diſplay the Happineſs of good Men, when 
they ſhall receive the heavenly Blefling from 
their bountiful Rewarder, and, Righteonſneſs 
from the God of their Salvation? Who can 
unfold the Treaſures of Love and: Mercy that 
are reſerved for them above? Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor can it now enter into 
the Heart of Man to conceive the Things which 
God has prepared for them that love him. How 
great, how very great indeed, muſt the Re- 
compence of Reward be, when their poor Du- 
ties and Services, their /ight Afflictions and 
Troubles here, are followed with a far more 
exceeding and an eternal Weight of Glory, 
2 Cor. iv. 17. 


we may infer how great will be the Re- 
ward of the Righteous, for all their Duties 
| and 
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and Services, for all their Difficulties and Hard- 
ſhips, from what our $2ov0ur ſays with Re- 
gard to one ſmall Act, eig. giving only a Cup 
of cold Water to one of his Diſciples, Mat. x. 
42. even that ſhall not loſe a Recompence. 
And this leads me to obſerve, that there are 
ſome ſorts of good Works, which the Scrip- 
ture takes ſpecial Notice of, and have a pecu- 
liar Reward aſſign'd them; theſe are Works 
of Mercy and Charity. See what the Apoſtle 
ſays with Regard to theſe, Heb. vi. 10. God 
is not unrighteous to forget your Work, and 
Labour of Love, which ye have ſhewed to 
his Name, in that ye have miniftred to the 
Saints, and do miniſter : God is not unrigh- 
teous, 1. e. he is juſt and righteous, will ren- 
der to every one according to their Actions, 
and therefore he will remember and reward 
your Charity and good Works. 


And we may obſerve in the Proceſs of the 
laſt Day, when Chriſt comes to judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, particular Mention is 
made of theſe, upon pronouncing the Sentence 
of Abſolution, Mat. xxv. 34, &c. Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom, 
prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
World. For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me Meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me 
Drink; Twas a Stranger, and ye took me in; 
naked, and ye cloathed me; I was fick, and 
Je viſited me; 1 was in Priſon, and ye came 

D 2 unto 
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unto me, Tis very obſervable here, that we 
have no mention made of any other Duties 
perform'd by his People, their Praying, Hear- 
ing, or the like religious Exerciſes ; but this is 
ſingled out as the moſt illuſtrious Inſtance, their 
Charity to his poor Members. But then we 
ought to conſider, that this Charity is ſuppo- 
ſed to be in Con junction with other Graces, 
Virtues and Duties, that conſtitute the Chri- 
ſtian Character. Let none be ſo vain as to 
imagine, that ſome charitable Actions, Ho 
great foever they may be, will of themſelves 
ſecure a Reward, or atone for criminal Neg- 
le& in other Caſes, or ſupply the Want of o- 
ther Parts of the Chriſtian Character; no, let 
a vicious Man give all his Goods to feed tho 


Poor, and it will profit bim nothing, 


Neither let us from hence infer, that the good 
Works of the Righteous are meritorious, be- 
cauſe they will be ſo amply. rewarded ; no 
alas, there is no Proportion between the Glo- 
ry of Heaven, and the higheſt Services we are 
capable of performing; it is all a Reward, not 
of Deſert, but of Grace, And from what has 
been ſaid, we may learn, what a good Maſter 
Chriſt is, and what excellent Work his Ser- 
vants are engaged in, which, as the Apoſtle 
fays, has ſuch great Recompence.of Reward, 
Heb. x. 35. The zealous active Chriſtian, who 
is rich in good Works, is now ſowing thoſe 
Seeds, which will ſpring up in an Harveſt of 

3 ever- 
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everlaſting Joy and Comfort : He is laying. up 
in ſtore for bumſelf a good Foundation againſt 
the Time to come, that he may lay hold on ezer+ 
nal Life; what a bountiful Maſter does he 
ſerve ; and how great, how glorious will his 
Reward be in Heaven? 'To conclude then in 
the Words of the A4poſile, 1 Cor. xv, 58. 
Therefore my beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, 
unmovcable, always abounding in the Work of 
the Lord, foraſmuch as ye knozw, that your 
Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 


APPLICATION, 


IF. Are they, and they only, bleſſed, h 
die in the Lora, then how abſolutely neceſſary 
is it that we be intereſted in the Lord Feſus, 
and united to bim ? O let us endeavour, with 
the Apoſtle, above all Things, to ſecure our 
State in Chriſt, yea to part with every Thing 
that comes in Competition with him; to count 
all but Loſs, and quit all that we may win 
Chriſt, and be found in him, Philip. iii. 8, 9. 
This is neceſſary, as ever we would live com- 
fortably, or die happily. A Chriſtleſs Perſon 
cannot be happy, and a true Believer cannot 
be miſerable. If Chriſt be ours we need fear 
no Evil; even Death, the greateſt of natural 
Evils, will not be formidable to us, for it can- 
not ſeparate us from his Love. Tho' it diſſolve 
the Union between Soul and Body, it cannot 
diſſolve the Union between Chri/Fand the Soul; 

it 
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it will only unite us the cloſer to the Object of 
our Love, and to be abſent from the Body, is 
to be more eminently preſent with the Lord. 


2aly, Hence ſee what a vaſt Difference 
there is between the Death of the Ryghteous, 
and the Wicked. As they were divided in 
their Lives, ſo are they in their Deaths ; the 
one die in the Lord, the other die in their Sins, 
John viii. 21. And O ! think what is the Im- 
port of thoſe two Expreſſions ; what itis to die 
in a State of Peace and Favour with God; and 
what it is, on the other hand, for a guilty Soul 
to appear before its Maker, under the Weight 
and Burden of Sin, and expoſed to divine ſu- 
ſtice and Wrath ! The Righteous hath Hope 
in his Death, but the Wicked is driven away 
in his Wickedneſs, Prov. xiv. 32. How ſweet 
is the Memory of paſt Actions to the one, in 
the comfortable Teſtimony of an upright Con- 
ſcience, and how bright are his Proſpects, 
while under the dying Agonies of Nature ; he 
can rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God ? What 
a dark and diſmal Gloom ſurrounds the other? 
To look back upon a finful Life fills his Mind 
with ſtinging Remorſe and Anguiſh ; and to 
look Wen gives him a more amazing and 
fearful Proſpect; his Heart meditates Terror at 
the dreadful Apprehenfion of what is to ſucceed. 
What has the wretched Sinner been doing all 
his Days, but zreaſuring up Wrath to bimſelf 
againſt the Day of Wrath ? And what now 
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remains, but a-certain fearful Looking for of 
Judgment and fiery Indignation. to conſume 
ſuch an Adverſary as he has been ? Conſider 
this all ye that forget God, and negle& your 
own Souls ; think what will ye do in the End, 
what will become of you at the End of a ſin» 
ful impenitent Life, when God ſhall require 
your Souls at your Hands? O be perſwaded 


by the Terrors of the Lord; be warn'd now 


in Time to flee from #he Wrath to come; and 
give all Diligence that you may be found of 
God in Peace. | | 


34ly. Do they that die in the Lord reſt from 
their Labours, then we may infer how falſe 
and unſcriptural is the Popiſh Doctrine of 
Purgatory, They ſuppoſe there is a Place in- 
to which even the Souls of good Men do paſs, 
where they are to be refined, tho! at the ſame 
'Time they are in a State of grievous Suffer- 
ing. But how inconſiſtent is this with the Ac- 
count here given e We are told by the ſacred 
Writer, yea by the Spirit of God himſelf, that 
they who die in the Lord, reſt from their La- 
bours ; their Happineſs commences immediate- 
ly upon their Departure, from henceforth they 
are bleſſed. Now if this Account be true, the 
Doctrine of Purgatory will appear a ground- 
leſs Fiction. 


4tbly. From what has been ſaid we may in- 
fer, what /ittle Reaſon the People of God 


have 
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have to be in Lobt with this troubleſoint 
World. Their Reſt is not, cannot be, till they 
are by Death remoyed out of it, Obſerve the 
Words of the Text, Bleſſed are the Dead, 
for they reſt. There is no folid Comfort of 
Satisfaction for the Soul here; no, this Wotld 
is a Scene of Diſappointment and Trouble, of 
Panty and Vexation of Spirit. Whilſt here, 
we are abſent from our Home, the Place of 


our Happineſs," and the Centre of our Reſt, 


Heb. iv. 9. How ſhould a Conſideration 
hereof mortify our Affections to this World; 
and wing our Souls with ardent Deſires and 
Breathings after that bright and glorious State 


we have in View; that perfe& and con- 


ſummate Reſt which remains for the People 
of God. 


thy and laftly, What great Comfort and 
Support do theſe Words adminiſter, under the 
Removal of Relations and Friends that die in 
the Lord? Death is a bleſſed and happy 
Thing to them; tis even the Voice of Chriſf 
calling them away out of a World of Sin 
and Trouble to himſelf, and inviting them to 
enter into his Reſt. We might think, and 
very juſtly indeed, that for uſeful Perſons to be 
ſpared, would be a great deal better for others, 
who might ſtill receive Benefit from them; 
but for themſelves it is much more advanta- 
geous to depart bence: To die in the Lord; 
and to be with CHriſt is far bertef _ to 

ive 
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live here in the moſt deſſtable Circumſtances 
of Life, Their Death is OY L.oſs to others, 
but a Gain to themſelves.” 'Tis a Loſs to the 
Families, the Congregations; the Towns and 
Places where they Hired but it is an infinite, 
an unſpeakable Gain to themſelves. Heteby 
they obtain a final Deliverance from Sin and 
Temptation, from all Aﬀiction and T rouble ; 


theſe all terminate with their Lives. In 2 


Word, they NN a World of Sin, Sorrow 
and Mifery, for a World of x perfect 1 and 
Bliſs, everlaſting Tranquility and Reſt, 


And thus we have good Reafon, the beſt 
Reaſon, to believe it is with our deceaſed 
220 jan Friend, whoſe Funeral has occaſi- 

this Diſcourſe. | 


I am ſenſible what a difficult thing it is; td 
do Juſtice to the Memory of fo worthy a Per- 
ſon ; and how very unfit I am to draw forth 
his Character in a proper and advantageous 
Light. But this we may ſay to the Honour 
of the Deceaſed, that he does not need our 
Eucomium, his own Works do praiſe bim in 
the Gate; theſe are a richer Perfume to ſweet- 
en his Name, than all the choiceſt Flowers of 
Oratory we can ſcatter upon his Tomb. 


I have not known many Perſons of a more 
extenſively good Character, or that better de- 
ſerved it. What the 2 ſaid of Deme- 

tris 
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trius might very well be applied to him, 
3 John 12. that he had a $00 Report of all 
Men, aud of the Truth it ſelf. He had the pe- 
culiar Happineſs which many have wiſhed and 
deſired, viz. to live beloved, and die la- 
mented. N 


He was one of the happy Inſtances of an 
early Converſion ; it pleaſed God to call him 
betimes, and incline him to remember his 
Creator in the Days of his Touth. I have 
not learnt, at what time his firſt ſerious Im- 
preſſions began; but am told, that at the Age 
of fourteen he belonged to a Society of young 
Perſons, that met together to pray, and join'd 
with them in the Work with good Accep- 
tance. As he became thus early acquainted 
with the good Ways of Religion, and had 
made a very great Proficiency in the School 
of Grace, he might (though not old in Years) 
be juſtly ſtiled, Au old Diſciple, and of long 
Standing in Chriſt. e 


What an Ornament he was to that Profeſſi- 
on he made, for many Vears, they who were 
acquainted with him can teſtify, who beheld 
his good Converſation in the Goſpel of Chrift. 
The Fruits of the Spirit were very viſible, very 
conſpicuous in his Temper and Conduct; an 
holy Awe and Reverence of God, together 
with a firm Truſt and Affiance in him; Faith 
in the Lord Zeſus, maintaining continual Re- 

cards 
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gards to a Redeemer, whom he always ſpoke 
of with peculiar Affection: He was ever care- 


ful to do Honour to CHriſt, by declaring that 


his entire Dependance was upon his Merit and 

Righteouſneſs; this tended to preſerve an 
humble and low Opinion of himſelf; though 
he was a Perſon of ſuch excellent Attainments 
in Religion, his Humility was very remarka- 
ble, and indeed added a Luſtre to all. 


I believe, every one that knew him, will 
give him the Character of a Perſon of great 
Integrity and Uprightneſs ; this appeared in 
all his Dealings, both with God and Man, in 
civil and religious Concerns, I am perſwaded, 
they that were intimately acquainted with 
him, will join with me, when 1 fay, that the 
Deſcription our Saviour gave of Nathanael, 
might very juſtly be applied to him, John i. 
47. Behold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom ts 
no Guile, I muſt add, that he was a ve- 
ry remarkable Inſtance of Meekneſs; what 
the Apoſtle calls the Ornament of a meek and 
quiet Spirit, and which he: ſays, in the Sight 
of God is of great Price, this he was poſſeſſed 
of in a very eminent Degree. Some that have 
been the longeſt acquainted with him, declare 
that they have never known him appear out of 
Temper, or provok'd into an undue Paſſion up- 
on any Occaſion. Few Perſons have been fa 
happy as he, in a calm, ſedate, even Spirit ; 
which no Doubt was owing very much 2 

E 2 
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If we . * that Part of his Claratcr 
which relates to the ſocial Duties of- Life ; he 
was a moſt tender and loving Husband; a. 
very dear and afte&ionate Father; a very kind 
and gentle Maſter ; a true and faithful Friend; 
a quiet, peaecable and uſefal Neighbour, How 
much he is, and will be miſſed in all theſe 
Reſpects, 1 need wt {433 there are many that 
A me who are too ſeplible of „ 


a * nut by no Means forget VB. publick Spi- 
xitednefs, and that generous Zeal he expreſſed 
or the Worſhip of God, and the. Intereſt of 
Religion; you, that ſtatedly attend in this 
Place, know how much it was. owing to his 
lafluence, his Induſtry and Care, that an Houſe 
waserected here for that Purpoſe ; and that 
you have an Opportunity of attending, on reli- 
gious Ordinances, with fo great a Convenien- 
p at all Seaſons. © "This was a Work (as tend- 

ing to the publick Good) which his Heart was 
very much fet upon; and though he did not 
Ive. to accomplith all the great and good De- 
liens he had form'd, with regard to this Place, 
and our C Hriſtiun Community, yet we have 
Reaſon to blefs God, that he was ſpared to 
carry Things on ſo far. And now, that fo 
uſeful and leading a Perfon is removed, we 

ould. be looking upwards, and beg of God, 


that 
C 


vdo die in the Lord; 39 
that more of his Spirit may deſcend upon 
thoſe that are left, that our Hands may be 
ſtrengthened; the Beauty of the Lord 1 
ill be upon us, and the Mort af our Hands 


4 be may eftabliſh upon us. 

] It pleaſed God not to exerciſe our deceaſed 
* Friend with a long or lingering Illneſs, but 
- by a very gentle and eaſy Strobe to remove 
5 him within the Compaſs of a few Days; but 


ſhorter Warning than that, could be no Infeli- 
city to him, whoſe great Care in his Life had 
been to prepare for Death, and who had by 
frequent Thoughts and Converſes with it, 
made it ſo familiar to him. He declared, that 
he was entirely reſigned to the divine Will, 
and fully ſatisfied with Regard to the State of 
his Soul; that a gracious God had long ſince 
made him that Promiſe, and now he found the 
Comfort of it, Heb. xiii. 5. Iwill never leave 
thee nor forſake thee. He that was his Guide 
and Counſellor in Life, was his Support and 
Strength in Death, the Strength of bis Heart, 
and his Portion for ever. 


And now I might apply my ſelf to ſurviving, 
Relations and Friends; his ſorrowful }/zdozw, 
his bereaved Children, his mourning Friends. 
Weep not for your departed Husband, weep 
not for your deceaſed Father, weep not for 
your dead Friend, whom you think you have 
loſt ; he is only gone before, and why ſhould 
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vou repine at his Happineſs ? Bleſſed are the 
: Meud that' die in the Lord. Do not then 
. repine, that God has taken him from you, 
ly ſeeing he has taken him to himſelf ; and you 
i ought to conſider, that he has more Right to all 
ih your Relations and Comforts than you your 
p ſelyes have; and that he is able abundantly 
Þ to'make up to you the Loſs of any outward 
Enjoyments. 


* 


And finally, I would apply my ſelf to every 
one in this Aſſembly; May this awful Provi- 
dence remind every one that hears me of their 
Frailty and Mortality; may the Death of 
others be a Warning-piece to us, an awaken- 
ing Call to prepare for our own. We ſee one 
is going after another, and each of us ſhould 
be ſaymg, my Turn will come in a little 
Time, and Bor ſoon IJ know not, may I be 
ready when I hear the Summons. 


To conclude, We are an Aſſembly of frail 
dying Creatures, and are now waiting upon 
ſ God in his Ordinances, to prepare us for 
Death, Judgment, and Eternity, May the 
Providences and Ordinances of God mutually 
tend to promote this great and excellent De- 
ſign. As there is a g/orions Reſt provided for 
the People of God, let us, as the Apoſtle ex- 
horts, labour to enter into that Reſt, Heb. iv. 
11. and fear leſt any of us ſhould come ſhort, 
or fail of it, through Unbelief, Diſobedience, 
or 
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or Careleſneſs. Let us ſee to it, that the grand 
Affairs of our Souls be ſettled, now in the 
„„ Time of Life, Health and Strength; and let 
it be our chief Care and Concern to work out 
our own Salvation, in an humble Dependance 
on the divine Grace, and the Merits of a Sa- 
viour; that ſo Death, whenever it comes, may 
be no Surprise, no Terror to us; but we may 
be able by a well- grounded Faith and Hope, 


to reſign our departing Spirits into the Hands | 


7 of a faithful God and merciful Redeemer ; and / 
- ſo may be bleſſed with the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe 

r that die in the Lord, who reſt from their La- 

f bours, and whoſe Works do follow them in a 

= glorious, an eternal Recompence of Reward. 
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